This conference explores the role of semiosis in communication. As such, the conference offers an insight towards the epistemological relations between semiotics and other approaches to communication coming from perspectives such as sociology, philosophy of language and communication theory.
Differences and Similarities. Alterity as the Basis of Communication
This panel explores the question of understanding the alterity from a semiotic perspective. Objects of interdisciplinary knowledge par excellence, semiotics and communication are complementary ways of world mastery, of the big game, just like Solomon Marcus (2011) would say. In a world of global communication, where each one's life depends increasingly on signs, language and communication, understanding how we relate and opening ourselves to otherness, to differences in all their forms and aspects is becoming more and more relevant. The papers presented in this panel will capture and investigate integrative aspect of semiotics, its ability to subtly and discreetly unite ideas, people and things, in a word differences.
Panel head: Will be announced soon.
Why Europe? Narratives and Counter-narratives of European Integration
Special Panel organized by the ECREA Temporary Working Group "Communication and the European Public Sphere"
Pressured by what appears as a never-ending crisis, the European Union has to face multiple internal fractures and external pressures. Populism, nationalism and right-wing extremism are seeing resurgence in a number of states across Europe, with consequences on the decision-making process in the European Union. As it became a very familiar narrative in recent years, this phenomenon creates severe discontinuities from the previous EU communication paradigm. The dangers associated with extremism and populism in the political discourse is that in order to meet the increasingly Eurosceptic public opinion, many political leaders artificially oppose the "national interest" to the EU's interest. Populist tendencies are worth exploring in the light of EU's multiple difficulties, the immigrant crisis being only the latest one. This panel welcomes contributions related to the latest communication patterns in the EU, as depicted in the media and in the political discourse. Our aim is to promote a critical, yet constructive, approach on European integration. Contributions may include, but are not restricted to:
 Narratives and counter-narratives of disruption: nationalism, populism and extremism  The multiple crises of the European Union: fuelling far right movements  Symbolical representations of intra-EU fractures: East-West/North-South divides and the "Brexit"  Public opinion in the EU  Populism, nationalism, and/or extremism across EU member states (the discourse of the political leaders, public opinion, media research, etc.)  Framing the European Union in turmoil contexts  Social media and extremism  EU Communication as a means of resurrecting the "European idea"  Europeanization models and narratives -recent developments A broad goal of this edited panel is to explore new theoretical and empirical frameworks that might explain how current communication practices, including media visibility and framing, public discourse, citizens' perceptions and participation, influence the development of a European arena of communication. 
Important deadlines

Publication
For conference delegates, we offer more publishing possibilities. In all instances your papers are subject to a double-blind peer review. Each journal has its own peer review process that will be followed. If you have committed your paper for other venues, you may just present your paper at the conference. Please note that only the papers that have been presented at the conference will be published.
Selected papers that will undergo the journal's peer-review process will be published in: 
